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(57) ABSTRACT

An aircraft display system includes a processor configured to
receive a heading-based leg and to generate display signals
based on the heading-based leg; and a display device includ-
ing a horizontal situation indicator coupled to the processor.
The horizontal situation indicator receives the display signals
from the processor and displaying symbology representing
the heading-based leg.

10 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR DISPLAYING
HEADING-BASED LEG SYMBOLOGY

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention generally relates to aircraft display
systems and methods, and more particularly relates to sys-
tems and methods for displaying symbology for heading-
based legs of flight plans.

BACKGROUND

An important facet of aviation safety is the pilot’s situ-
ational awareness of the status of the aircraft, including its
position, velocity, and external factors such as wind direction
and terrain. Toward this end, advances in human factors
research have led to dramatic improvements in the display of
information to the pilot. Further, advances in visual display
technology, such as high quality flat display panels, have
enabled the pilot to be presented with information in a visual
format that is not possible with traditional dials and gauges.

During operation, the aircraft’s heading corresponds to the
horizontal component (perpendicular to the local gravity vec-
tor) of the direction in which the aircraft is pointing. If the
aircraft is flying in wind that has a velocity component at an
angle to the heading, the aircraft’s direction of flight will
change according to a drift angle that is proportional to the
speed of the aircraft and the speed of the perpendicular com-
ponent of the wind velocity. The resulting horizontal direc-
tion of the aircraft’s motion along the ground is referred to as
ground track (hereinafter “track™).

One of the primary flight displays the pilot uses on the
flight deck to determine whether the aircraft is on the planned
flight path is a horizontal situation indicator (HSI). One func-
tion of the HSI is to provide a visualization of the position of
the aircraft with respect to a VOR (VHF Omnidirectional
Range) radial signal broadcast by a VOR station. The HSI
also has a compass card that displays the direction of the
aircraft relative to the earth’s magnetic field. During flight,
the pilot uses the HSI to verify the location of the aircraft
against the flight plan.

Most flight plan path procedures are based on ground track,
and the flight management system of the aircraft provides
navigation information to the HSI that is based on ground
track. As such, the information provided to the HSI by the
FMS is based on a track-based flight plan. However, at times,
air traffic controllers direct the aircraft to fly a heading-based
flight plan path. In these situations, pilots must typically
mentally convert the track-based indications provided by the
HSI into the designated heading-based path, and manually fly
the heading-based flight plan path.

Accordingly, it is desirable to provide systems and meth-
ods that display symbology for heading-based legs of a flight
plan. In addition, it is desirable to provide an HSI with sym-
bology for heading-based legs. Furthermore, other desirable
features and characteristics of the present invention will
become apparent from the subsequent detailed description of
the invention and the appended claims, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings and this background of the
invention

BRIEF SUMMARY

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment, an aircraft
display system includes a processor configured to receive a
heading-based leg and to generate display signals based on
the heading-based leg; and a display device including a hori-
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zontal situation indicator coupled to the processor. The hori-
zontal situation indicator receives the display signals from the
processor and displaying symbology representing the head-
ing-based leg.

In accordance with another exemplary embodiment, a
method for displaying symbology for a heading-based leg
includes receiving a signal associated with a heading-based
leg; and displaying symbology on a horizontal situation indi-
cator associated with the heading-based flight leg.

In accordance with yet another exemplary embodiment, a
horizontal situation indicator for an aircraft display system
includes a compass card configured to display a current head-
ing of the aircraft based on signals from a heading source; and
symbology on the compass card indicating a desired heading
based on a heading-based leg.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will hereinafter be described in con-
junction with the following drawing figures, wherein like
numerals denote like elements, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of a system for dis-
playing symbology associated with heading-based flight plan
paths in accordance with an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a horizontal situation indicator (HSI) of the sys-
tem of FIG. 1 in accordance with an exemplary embodiment;
and

FIG. 3 is an HSI of the system of FIG. 1 in accordance with
another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 4 is an HSI of the system of FIG. 1 in accordance with
another exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 5 is a method for displaying symbology for heading-
based legs in accordance with an exemplary embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is merely exemplary in
nature and is not intended to limit the invention or the appli-
cation and uses of the invention. Furthermore, there is no
intention to be bound by any theory presented in the preced-
ing background or the following detailed description.

Broadly, exemplary embodiments discussed herein pro-
vide systems and methods for displaying symbology associ-
ated with heading-based legs. More specifically, exemplary
embodiments include a horizontal situation indicator (HSI)
with symbology indicating the heading-based leg. The sym-
bology can include an arrow pointing in the direction of the
designated heading-based leg; a text-based indicator of the
designated heading-based leg; and/or a heading indicator
showing the designated heading-based leg.

FIG. 1is a system 100 for displaying symbology for head-
ing-based flight plan paths in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment. The system 100 includes a display device 110,
which includes a horizontal situation indicator (HSI) 200,
discussed in greater detail below; a processor 120 having a
memory 125; and a flight management system 130, which
may include a Global Positioning System (GPS) 132 and an
Inertial Reference System (IRS) 134. The flight management
system 130 may also receive data from sources such as air
data, AHRS, VORs, DMEs, TACANs, MLS, ILS, LORAN-
C, and ADF. Although the system 100 appears in FIG. 1 to be
arranged as an integrated system, the system 100 is not so
limited and can also include an arrangement whereby one or
more of the display device 110, processor 120, and flight
management system 130 are separate components or sub-
components of another system located either onboard or
external to the aircraft. Moreover, exemplary embodiments of
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the system 100 can also be utilized in spacecraft, ships, sub-
marines, fixed wing and rotor aircraft, as well as other types of
vehicles that are affected by wind or other forces that may
cause the vehicle to drift. For simplicity, embodiments are
described with reference to “aircraft.”

The display device 110 may be one of any number of
electronic display devices for use in a cockpit. The HSI 200
may be displayed in a dedicated video display panel, or may
be incorporated into a more comprehensive information dis-
play. The more comprehensive information display may
include other information, such as a moving map, a projection
of terrain and obstacles, and an attitude indicator.

The processor 120 may be an independent processor that
receives information from the flight management system and
supplies control commands to the HSI 120. In other embodi-
ments, the processor 120 may form part of the flight manage-
ment system 130 or the display device 110. The processor 120
may include a data communications device or network inter-
face (hereinafter “interface”), by which it may communicate
with the flight management system 130, and the display
device 110. The processor 120 is associated with the memory
125, which has a computer readable medium encoded with
software for performing processes associated with the exem-
plary embodiments discussed herein (hereinafter “the soft-
ware”). Among other things, the software includes a program
or programs for representing, manipulating, and displaying
the HSI 200, as discussed in further detail below. The memory
125 may be integrated with the processor 120, or it may be
remotely located, whereby the processor 120 accesses the
memory 125 via a network connection.

The flight management system 130 is coupled to processor
120, and can provide navigation data associated with the
aircraft’s current position and velocity and flight direction
(e.g., heading, course, track, etc.) to the processor 120. The
navigation data provided to the processor 120 can also
include information about the aircraft’s airspeed, altitude,
pitch, and other important flight information. In exemplary
embodiments, the flight management system 130 can include
any suitable position and direction determination devices that
are capable of providing the processing unit 120 with at least
an aircraft’s current position (e.g., in latitudinal and longitu-
dinal form), the real-time direction (heading, course, track,
etc.) of the aircraft in its flight path, the waypoints along the
flight path, and other important flight information (e.g., pitch,
airspeed, altitude, attitude, etc.).—In general, the flight man-
agement system 130 is capable of providing real-time track
and heading information. The flight management system 130
further provides track-based or heading-based flight plan
paths, including turn direction, heading to be flown, deviation
from heading, allowed deviation, termination point of head-
ing leg, and auto/manual control for turning the aircraft.

In general, the flight management system 130 provides a
flight plan made up of one or more legs. In exemplary
embodiments, the flight management system 130 provides
heading-based legs, as required or desired by the pilot, ground
control, or another party or system. The heading-based legs
can be legs dictated by industry specifications such as ARINC
424. Alternatively, heading-based legs can include any flight
path defined according to heading. Conventionally, display
devices such as HSIs have displayed track-based legs pro-
vided by a flight management system.

FIG. 2 illustrates an HSI 200 in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment. In the illustrated embodiment, the HSI
200 is a dedicated HSI, and may be a digital display or an
electromechanical device. In general, the HSI 200 may be any
type of display that displays the horizontal situation of the
aircraft, and may include horizontal situational displays on
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synthetic vision systems (SVS), including perspective views,
head-up displays (HUD), and/or attitude direction indicators
(ADI). In one embodiment, the HSI 200 can merely be a
text-based indication of the intended heading.

In this embodiment, the HSI 200 has a compass card 210
that visually indicates an orientation of the earth’s magnetic
field. The compass card 210 rotates as the pilot banks the
airplane away from the current direction. The compass card
210 has a compass perimeter 212 and a number of radial
measurement indicia 214 that are located along the compass
perimeter 212. An actual heading of the aircraft is determined
by the alignment of a heading indicator 220, commonly
referred to as a “lubber line,” to the radial measurement indi-
cia 214. For example, as seen in FIG. 2, the radial measure-
ment indicia 214 are aligned with the heading indicator 220 at
0°. Thus, the actual heading of the aircraft is 0°, or due north.
The heading is also indicated by the orientation of the com-
pass card relative to the aircraft representation 202. The com-
pass card 210 may take a different shape, such as a linear
scale.

With continued reference to FIG. 2, the HSI 200 has an
adjustable heading bug 230. The heading bug 230 is in oper-
able communication with a heading adjustment control 232,
commonly referred to as a heading select knob, such that the
heading bug 230 can be adjusted by manipulation of the
heading adjustment control 232. In this embodiment, the
heading bug 230 is selectively positioned along the compass
perimeter 212. Thus, when the heading bug 230 is positioned
along the compass perimeter 212 with respect to the radial
measurement indicia 214, it rotates with the compass card
210. In some embodiments, the relationship between the
heading bug 230 and the radial measurement indicia 214
indicates a desired heading of the aircraft, although it must
usually be set by hand. That is, the pilot moves the heading
bug 230 along the radial measurement indicia 214 to the
desired heading. Once the heading bug 230 is positioned, the
pilot has a reminder of which direction the aircraft should be
oriented. For example, as seen in FIG. 2, the desired heading
is 340° as determined by the position of the heading bug 230
with respect to the radial measurement indicia 214. There-
fore, knowing that the actual heading is 0° and the desired
heading is 340°, the pilot knows to bank the aircraft left to
bring the aircraft to the desired heading, thus bringing the
heading bug 230 into alignment with the heading indicator
220.

As previously mentioned, and as will now be discussed in
further detail, the HSI 200 includes symbology that indicates
a heading-based leg that form part of the flight plan. In the
depicted exemplary embodiment of FIG. 2, the HSI 200
includes arrow 250 that is a turn arrow to indicate the appro-
priate heading-based leg based on signals from the flight
management system 130 (FIG. 1). In other words, if the arrow
250 is pointing to the left, the pilot should direct the aircraft to
the left in order to comply with the designated heading-based
leg. Similarly, the arrow 250 can point straight ahead to indi-
cate that the aircraft is correctly flying the heading-based leg,
or to the right to indicate that the appropriate heading-based
leg is to the right of the aircratt.

As noted above, the aircraft is typically in a track-based
mode in which the flight plan paths are based on track. How-
ever, at times, the aircraft may be in a heading-based mode in
which the flight plan paths are based on heading. The appear-
ance of the arrow 250 may additionally serve to indicate to, or
remind, the pilot that the pilot that the aircraft is the heading-
based mode. Other signals that indicate to the pilot that the
HSI 200 is showing heading-based flight plan paths include
color changes.
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In an alternate embodiment, the heading bug 230 may be
automatically adjusted based on the heading-based flight plan
path. In this embodiment, the heading bug 230 is controlled
by the processor 120 (FIG. 1) and represents heading-based
leg symbology.

FIG. 3 illustrates an HSI 300 in accordance with another
exemplary embodiment. As in FIG. 2, the HSI 300 has an
aircraft representation 302 and a compass card 310 with a
compass perimeter 312 and a number of radial measurement
indicia 314 that are located along the compass perimeter 312.
Inthe depicted exemplary embodiment of FIG. 3, the HSI300
includes text-based symbology 350 that indicates the appro-
priate heading-based leg, which in this case is heading 350°.
As in FIG. 2, the appearance of the text-based symbology 350
may additionally serve to indicate to the pilot that the pilot
that the aircraft is the heading-based mode. In a further
embodiment, the aircraft representation 302 and compass
card 312 are not displayed, and the HSI 300 includes merely
a text-based message, such as symbology 350 to convey the
heading-based leg to the pilot of the aircraft.

FIG. 4 illustrates an HSI 400 in accordance with another
exemplary embodiment. As in FIG. 2, the HSI 400 has com-
pass card 410 with a compass perimeter 412 and a number of
radial measurement indicia 414 that are located along the
compass perimeter 412. In this embodiment, a heading indi-
cator 450 indicates orientation of a heading-based leg relative
to the compass card 410. To appropriately indicate that the
aircraft is in a heading-based mode, heading symbology 452
is also displayed on the HSI 400.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary method 500 for displaying
symbology for heading-based flight paths. In a first step 510,
the processor 120 receives the designated flight plan legs
from the flight management system 130. The flight plan legs
may be required by air traffic control or a published proce-
dure, or chosen by the pilot. In this embodiment, atleast some
of the flight plan legs are heading-based legs.

In a second step 520, the processor 120 receives the current
heading from flight management system 130. In a third step
530, the processor 120 generates display signals based on the
heading-based legs and the current heading, and supplies the
display signals to the display devices, including the HSI 200.
In a fourth step 540, the HS1200 provides an indication of the
current heading relative to the heading-based leg. This can
include, for example, symbology in the form of an arrow that
indicates the direction of the heading-based leg, a text-based
indication of the direction of the heading-based leg, and/or a
heading indicator that indicates orientation of a heading-
based leg relative to the compass card. In a fifth step 550, the
HSI provides an indication that to the pilot that the HSI is
displaying a heading-based leg. This can include the symbol-
ogy itself or other, alternative form of symbology, such as a
color change or message.

While at least one exemplary embodiment has been pre-
sented in the foregoing detailed description of the invention,
it should be appreciated that a vast number of variations exist.
It should also be appreciated that the exemplary embodiment
or exemplary embodiments are only examples, and are not
intended to limit the scope, applicability, or configuration of
the invention in any way. Rather, the foregoing detailed
description will provide those skilled in the art with a conve-
nient road map for implementing an exemplary embodiment
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of the invention. It being understood that various changes
may be made in the function and arrangement of elements
described in an exemplary embodiment without departing
from the scope of the invention as set forth in the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An aircraft display system, comprising;

a processor configured to receive a heading-based leg and
to generate display signals based on the heading-based
leg; and

adisplay device comprising a horizontal situation indicator
coupled to the processor, the horizontal situation indi-
cator receiving the display signals from the processor
and displaying symbology representing the heading-
based leg,

wherein the processor is configured to selectively operate
in a heading-based mode in which a flight plan is defined
according to heading and a track-based mode in which
the flight plan is defined according to track, and wherein
the symbology indicates operation in the heading-based
mode or the track-based mode.

2. The aircraft display system of claim 1, wherein the
symbology includes an arrow pointing to a desired heading in
accordance with the heading-based leg.

3. The aircraft display system of claim 2, wherein the arrow
is a turn arrow.

4. The aircraft display system of claim 2, wherein the arrow
is a heading indicator.

5. The aircraft display system of claim 1, wherein the
symbology includes text.

6. The aircraft display system of claim 5, wherein the text
corresponds to a desired heading according to the heading-
based leg.

7. The aircraft display system of claim 1, wherein the
horizontal situation indicator includes a compass card con-
figured to display a heading of the aircraft, the symbology
including a heading indicator positioned on the compass card
and pointing to a desired heading in accordance with the
heading-based leg.

8. The aircraft display system of claim 1, wherein the
horizontal situation indicator includes a compass card with a
perimeter, the symbology including a heading bug that is
configured to rotate around the perimeter of the compass card
based on the heading-based leg.

9. An aircraft display system, comprising;

a processor configured to receive a heading-based leg and
to generate display signals based on the heading-based
leg; and

adisplay device comprising a horizontal situation indicator
coupled to the processor, the horizontal situation indi-
cator receiving the display signals from the processor
and displaying symbology representing the heading-
based leg,

wherein the processor is configured to selectively operate
in a heading-based mode or a track-based mode, and
wherein the symbology indicates operation in the head-
ing-based mode.

10. The aircraft display system of claim 9, wherein the

symbology includes a color change.
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